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Introduction 


The  goal  of  the  Downtown   Urban   Design  Study  is  to  articulate  priority 
public  design  concerns.      The  study  seeks  ways  to  coordinate  and  guide 
private  developments  and  public  improvements  towards  a  Boston  of  the  future 
which   is  a  city  of  beauty  and  vitality.      The  guidelines  are  concerned  with 
how  Boston   looks  and  how  it  works:      how  the  physical   nature  of  the  city 
contributes  to  its  social  and  economic  health  and  to  the  quality  of  life  of  those 
who  use  it. 


The  City  is  especially  concerned  about  the  environmental  quality  of  areas 
which  are  being  overbuilt  and  those  in  need  of  development  and  revitalization. 
The  urban  design  guidelines  respond  to  the  trend  towards  too-large  buildings 
which  create  overwhelming  scale,  wind  problems,  and  reduced  daylight  in  city 
streets. 

Architectural  massings  and  facade  designs  which   reflect  and  enhance 
Boston's  unique  character  are  encouraged.      Buildings  which   seem  to  be  both 
memorable  and  to  fit  in  successfully  tend  to  acknowledge  the  passerby  with 
familiar  sizes,    shapes,    materials,    and  window  patterns  and  with  a  depth  of 
design  detail.      By  applying  the  essence  of  the  character  of  their  surround- 
ings,  modern  buildings  can  enhance  the  local   image. 


The  look  and   image  of  a  place  is  critical   to  people's  pleasure  and   pride  in 
living  there  and  to  people's  decisions  to  invest  there.      The  design  of 
buildings  and   spaces  can  make  people  avoid  an  area  or  be  attracted   to   it,    can 
support  or  discourage  crime,    can  cause  people  to  abuse  a  place  or  care  about 
it,    can   depress   people  or   inspire  them. 


Urban  design  is  concerned  not  only  with  environmental   issues,    but  also 
with  the  successful  functioning  of  the  city  -   how  people  move  about  and   use 
the  city  and   how  the  stock  of  space  is  allocated  to  ensure  a  balance  of  uses 
and  a  diversified  and  vital   economy.     Through   urban  design  guidelines  the 
public  realm  of  Boston  can   be  shaped  to  work  effectively  as  the  city  grows 
and  changes. 

In  their  daily  routines,   while  shopping,   and  during   leisure  time  people 
need  a  mental   picture  of  how  Boston   is  organized   in  order  to  use  the  city  to 
its  fullest.     They  need  to  be  able  to  perceive  an  enjoyable  and  efficient  trip 
and  to  orient  themselves  within  the  city.      New  development  can   be  guided  to 
improve  the  layout  of  Boston's  neighborhoods  and  districts,    streets  and 
squares,    landmarks  and   special   features. 

The  City  is  concerned  about  protecting  the  diversity  of  activities  which 
ensure  Boston's  continuing  quality  and  adaptability.      In  order  to  maintain   its 
viability,    Boston  must  provide  space  for  a  wide  range  of  uses.      Although  the 
service  economy's  office  towers  and  medical   centers  dominate,   they  are  depen- 
dent on  the  support  businesses  and  neighborhood   uses  their  expansion  often 
threatens.     Affordable  housing,    Class   B  office  space,    incubator  space  for 
starting  businesses,   and  differentiated   space  for  printers,   office  supply 
stores,    lunch  places,   and  other  support  businesses  need  to  be  nearby  but 
dominant  uses  tend  to  inflate  surrounding   land  values.      Cultural  and  com- 
munity uses  must  also  compete  in  this  market  for  space  as  do  small   indepen- 
dent businesses   such  as   local   retailers,    lobstermen,   artists,    and   small   pro- 
ducers,   processors,    and   service  operations  which  add  alternative  employment 
opportunities  and  enrich  the  city.      Public  initiatives  and   land   use  controls 
can  influence  how  market  forces  affect  the  availability  of  various  types  of 
space  in  areas  of  the  city  and  can  be  used  to  help  diversify  the  economy. 

The  City  can  direct  growth  and  change  to  improve  environmental   quality 


and  the  city's  physical  organization;   to  ensure  the  legibility,    safety  and 
character  of  the  public  realm;   and  to  guarantee  the  variety  of  spaces  and 
rent  levels  in   Boston's  buildings. 


Urban  Design  Guidelines 


Land   Use 


Better  utilize  Boston's   limited   land 
resource  by  directing  the  location 
of  new  development.      In  general, 
discourage  intensive  and   high-rise 
new  construction  from  historic  and 
overconcentrated  districts  and 
encourage  new  development  in 
underutilized  buildings  and 
undeveloped  areas  and  sites. 

Balance  space  provided  for  the 
stronger  institutional  and  primary 
office  and   retail  functions  with  the 
broad   range  of  less  highly 
marketable  but  equally  important 
functions  such  as  housing,   manufac- 
turing,  and   lower-cost  space  for 
starting  and  specialized  uses. 

Ensure  that  the  particular  mix  of 
uses  in  development  projects 
enhances  and  does  not  detract 
from  the  surrounding  area,   adding 
street  level  activity  and  appropri- 
ate around-the-clock  uses. 


2.        Historical    Resources 


All   properties  and  groups  of  build- 
ings which  the  Boston   Landmarks 
Commission  has  evaluated  as  "of 
Highest  Significance",    "of  Major 
Significance"   and   "Significant" 
should  be  preserved  and  protected 
from  adverse  alteration  or 
surrounding  development. 

The  qualities  of  properties  evalu- 
ated as   "Notable"  and   "Minor" 
should   be  carefully  analyzed  when 
proposals  call  for  their  replacement 
or  alteration. 

Efforts  should  be  made  to  trans- 
form properties  in   historic  districts 
which  are  evaluated  as  "non-contri- 
buting"  into  becoming  compatible 
with  their  surroundings. 

The  identified   "Significant  Dis- 
tricts"  should   be  protected  and 
should   be  considered   as   important 
parts  of  the  city-wide  urban 
structure. 


Building  Scale  and   Character 


Ensure  that  new  development 
preserves  and  enhances  the  unique 
organization  and  character  of  its 
district. 

Building  massing   in  new  develop- 
ment should   reinforce  the  scale 
and  character  of  the  street  and 
district.     The  composition  of 
building  forms  should  consider  the 
existing  patterns  of  the  district 
and  the  height,   width,   shape, 
setback,   and  horizontal  and 
vertical  features  of  surrounding 
buildings. 

Discourage  new  development  from 
exceeding  the  150'-200'   height 
range.      Locate  buildings  over  200 
feet  only  in  carefully  targeted 
sites  consistent  with  other  urban 
design  objectives,   and   planning  for 
access,   density  distribution,   and 
district  design. 

Facade  treatment  of  new  and 
renovated  buildings  should 
enhance,   without  necessarily 
imitating,   the  surroundings  and 
reinforce  the  character  of  existing 
buildings  and  districts  by  use  of 
compatible  materials,   colors, 
fenestration  patterns,   and  details. 


Open  Space  Design 


o  Make  the  design  of  public  open 
spaces  and  pedestrian  ways  an 
integral   part  of  project  design. 

o         Ensure  safety  through   lighting, 
activity,    lack  of  hidden  spots, 
visibility,    secure  footing,   and 
convenience  ramps. 

o         Provide  fine  art  for  the  public  in 
these  spaces.     Accommodate  per- 
forming arts,   civic  activities,   and 
recreational  facilities  where 
appropriate.      Special  features  such 
as  arcades,    building  overhangs, 
pedestrian  bridges,    promontories, 
fountains,   and  environmental  art 
can  be  desirable  and  should 
consider  safety,   maintenance,   and 
consistency  with   local   character. 

Containing  the  Streets  and  Squares 

o         Set  the  majority  of  a  new 

building's  exterior  wall  to  the 
sidewalk  consistent  with   surround- 
ing buildings  in  order  to  retain 
the  continuity  of  the  street. 

o         Indent  the  building  wall   rarely  and 
strategically  to  provide  small 
sitting  areas  and  building  entry- 
ways. 

o         Continue  the  line  of  the  street  wall 
across  indentations  or   recreate  it 
in   uncontained  plazas  through  a 
variety  of  landscape  architectural 
treatments,    low  building  additions, 
and  greenhouse  structures. 

o         Building  facades  should  acknowl- 
edge the  passerby  and  those  who 
use  the  building.      Entries  and 
shopfronts  should   be  specially 
treated.     There  should  be  distin- 
guishable windows  identifying  floor 
levels  and  the  presence  of  people. 


6.        Defining  the  Street's   Layers 


Three  zones  of  the  street  environ- 
ment can  be  identified:     the  side- 
walk zone,    the  street  zone,   and 
the  sky  zone.      New  development 
should  continue  the  existing 
pattern  of  these  zones.      By  cont- 
inuing  horizontal   lines  from 
adjacent  buildings,    new  develop- 
ment can  add  to  the  continuity  of 
the  street  at  the  ground   level. 

Provide  storefronts  with  displays 
designed  to  provide  interest  at 
close  range  and  which  by  being 
visually  permeable  give  the  side- 
walk a  sense  of  activity  and 
security. 

Reinforce  the  street  zone  with   a 
cornice  line  consistent  with  the 
range  of  heights  of  surrounding 
buildings. 

Provide  a  sense  of  "eyes  on  the 
street"   and   human-scale  from 
distinguishable,    inset  windows. 

Relate  any  bulk  which  may  go 
above  the  cornice  line  to  the  sky 
zone  through  such  treatment  as 
variable  setbacks,   orthogonal 
towers,    light  colored  materials, 
and   reflective  glass;   design  these 
in  consideration  of  their  impacts  on 
light  and  wind  conditions,    views 
and  visible  sky  at  street  level. 


Through   Block  Connections 

o         Preserve  minor  streets,    lanes,   and 
alleys  and  improve  them  as  pedes- 
trian ways.      These  features 
enhance  the  convenience  and 
pleasure  of  walking  through  the 
city  and  are  also  important  as  a 
means  of  controlling  the  scale  of 
development  and  maintaining 
district  character. 

o         Add  new  through-block  connections 
in  the  form  of  outdoor  pedestrian 
ways  and  interior  public  corridors 
which   provide  alternative  protected 
routes  in  foul   weather. 


Microclimate 


Preserve  existing  mid-day  October 
-  May  sunlight  on   pedestrian  ways 
and  sitting  areas  and  historic 
facades.      In  new  construction, 
position  building  elements  so  as 
not  to  cast  additional   shadows  on 
pedestrian  ways  and  sitting  areas. 
Prevent  new  buildings  from 
creating  adverse  wind  conditions  in 
pedestrian  ways  and  sitting  areas. 

Ameliorate  the  exposure  of  pedes- 
trians to  fumes  from  automobiles; 
garbage,   trash,   urine  and  other 
unpleasant  smells;   and  unpleasant 
and  unclean  air  from  subway 
entrances  and   improve  air  quality 
in  subway  stations  and  corridors. 

Protect,    increase,   and   improve 
outdoor  pedestrian  ways  and 
sitting  areas  to  enable  people  to 
enjoy  the  qualities  and  changes  of 
the  seasons  and  time  of  day. 

Provide  protection  from  severe 
cold,   wind,   and   precipitation  by 
adding  covered  and   interior  pedes- 
trian ways  and   sitting  areas  which 
do  not  detract  from  the  primary 
exterior  pedestrian   realm  and 
provide  greenery,    sunshine,   and 
views  of  the  city. 


nterior   Public  Spaces 


Encourage  building  porticos, 
lobbies,   atria,   and  other  covered 
or  interior  semi-public  spaces 
which   provide  protected  meeting 
and   sitting  areas   immediately 
adjacent  to  and   visible  from  side- 
walks or  open   spaces;   do  not 
segregate  or  internalize  interior 
public  spaces  and  activity. 

Encourage  public  or  semi-public 
spaces  within  or  atop   buildings   in 
association  with   leisure  time  or 
cultural  activities  and   upper  level 
views;    make  them  clearly  accessible 
from  the  public  way. 


10.      Parking  and   Loading 


Encourage  underground   parking 
and  servicing  for  buildings. 

Locate  and  schedule  hours  of 
service  and  delivery  facilities  with 
minimum  disruption  to  pedestrians; 
favor  access  by  small  trucks. 

Ensure  safety  and  cleanliness  for 
workers  and   pedestrians  and 
reduce  visual   impact  of  trucks  and 
loading  areas. 

Ensure  that  parking   and  truck 
entrances  and  on   street  loading 
consider  pedestrian   safety  and  do 
not  adversely  affect  the  visual 
quality  and  activity  of  the  street 
wall . 


Organization  and  Patterns 


The  downtown-wide  analysis  strives  to  understand  how  the  urban  patterns 
influence  organization  and  character,    how  the  different  parts  function,    how 
the  major  streets  and  focal   points  are  organized,   and  how  the  walkways  and 
open  spaces  work  as  a  system  for  the  pedestrian. 


Goals 
o 


Strengthen  the  functional  elements  of  Downtown   Boston   --  its  districts, 
their  activity  centers  and  the  transition  areas  between  districts. 

Improve  the  downtown's  system  of  nodes  (special  focal  and   reference 
points  such  as  squares)  and  the  streets  which  connect  them. 

Improve  the  pedestrian  environment,    the  downtown's  system  of  open 
spaces  and  walkways. 
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As   a  colonial    settlement,    Boston 
originally  focussed  on   State 
Street,    Long  Wharf,    and  the 
Town   Cove  where  commerce  of  all 
kinds,    government,    and  community 
activity   intermingled.      This 
heart  of  Boston,    the  Common, 
and   the  major   structure  of  city 
streets   were  establisned   in   these 
early   years. 
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As   the  Shawmut  peninsula   expanded 
through   filling  operations   and 
the  city   became  a  major   New 
World  center  of  trade,    business 
became  specialized.      Districts  for 
drygoods,    produce,    leather, 
furniture,    finance,    insurance 
and  other  uses  developed, 
creating  much  of  the  urban 
pattern   and  architectural   heri- 
tage of  the  city  of  today. 


7 


c 


PRESENT 


H  TTCMrt-rCTrTATlON  TEWllNALb 

^^  PKEEWAY& 

In  the  twentieth  century,    Boston 
lost  its   significance  as  an   im- 
porter and   producer  of  goods 
but  established   itself  as  a  major 
service  center  based  on 
its   supremacy   in   the  fields  of 
research   and   investments. 
Medical   and   educational    institu- 
tions and  office  development 
have  come  to  predominate   in   the 
economy  and  on   the  cityscape. 
Shopping   and   tourism  are  also 
major  forces   in    Boston's   vitality. 
These  are  the  activities   which 
are  shaping    Boston   today. 


CENTRAL  CITY  ORGANIZATION 


There  is   need   for  a  general   plan  of 
organization  to  direct  this  complex   set 
of  growth   forces.      The  "High  Spine" 
concept  has   had   considerable  influence 
on   the  form  and   location  of  recent 
development  in   Boston.      However,    the 
negative  impacts  of  this  approach  on 
the  city's   infrastructure,    environment, 
and  character  is   now  comprehended. 
The   High   Spine  concept  attempted   to 
control   growth   by  containing   it  in   a 
high-density   linear  zone.      A   more 
balanced  organizational   concept  is   now 
needed  which   encourages  change  in 
many   forms  from   adaptive   reuse  and 
infill   to  the  creation  of  auxiliary 
mixed-use  office  areas. 

There  is  a  general   perception  in  many  people's 
minds  about  the  direction   Boston   is  heading  in 
terms  of  how  the  commercial  center  is  organized 
The  following  three  page  analysis  attempts  to 
articulate  these  concepts  which  influence  the 


EXISTING  AREAS 


distribution  of  use  and  density  and   the  character 
of  Central   Boston's  diverse  subareas. 

Boston's  central  core  is  comprised  of  four 
sections:      Government  Center,    Downtown   Crossing, 
the  Financial   District,    and  the  Marketplace/ 
Broad  Street  area  with  the  Boston   Common/Public 
Garden  to  the  west  and  the  intown  waterfront 
and  harbor  to  the  east. 

Commercial   Back   Bay  has  developed   an   auxiliary 
office  zone  with   specialty   retailing.      The  owners 
of  Commonwealth   Flats,    C.C.&F.    and  Massport, 
recognize  that  this  area  could   serve  as  another 
auxiliary  office  area  mixed  with   high-tech   uses. 
The   Essex  Street  Corridor  and   the  North  Station 
area  are  also  slated   as  auxiliary  office  zones. 

Four  distinctive  areas  flank  the  core  in   each 
direction   and  are  developing   into  special 
character  districts  where  historic  warehouse 
structures  or  cultural  activities  set  the  tone  for 
specialized  uses  and  smaller  scale  architecture 
and   public  spaces:      the  Boston  Wharf  Company 
in  the   Fort  Point  Channel   Area   District,    the 
Bulfinch   Triangle,    Park  Square/Theater  District, 
and   Chinatown/Leather  District. 
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CENTRAL  CITY  ORGANIZATION  :  DENSITY 
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CENTRAL  CITY  ORGANIZATION  :  USES 
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DISTRICT  TYPOLOGY 
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BUILDING  TYPOLOGY 
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FUNCTIONAL  ELEMENTS 


•  Orient  commercial    Back   Bay   to  South    End  as  well   as  to  resiaential    Back 
Bay 

•  Use  Cambridge  Street  to  draw  together  Beacon   Hill   and   the  West   End 
rather  than   separating   them. 

•  Augment  State  Street  as   the  symbolic  institutional   Main   Street  of  Boston. 

•  Preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Marketplace/Customs   House  Area  east  of 
Batterymarch   as  differentiated   from  the   Financial   District. 

•  Provide  a  major  reference  point  for  the  Financial  District  by  expanding 
the  open   space  and   round-the-clock  public  activity  at  Post  Office  Square. 

•  Consolidate  the  images  of  the  Theater   District  and   Kenmore  Square  as 
functional   elements. 

•  Use  large  underutilized   areas   to  create  new  functional   elements. 

•  Use  Turnpike  air  rights  to  remove  barrier  between  the  South  End  and 
South  Cove/Bay  Village  while  protecting  the  integrity  of  the  neignbor- 
hoods. 

•  Use  air  rights  of  future  ceoressed  artery  to  remove  barrier  while  pro- 
tecting the  integrity  of  the  North  End,  Waterfront,  and  Custom  House/ 
Broad  Street  District. 
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CWSOUtWEP  Na  RJMCT  M4AL  ELEMENT 


SYSTEMS  :  POTENTIAL         NODES  AND  CONNECTORS 

•  Augment  the   integrity  of  existing   nodes  at   North   Station,    Haymarket 
Square,    Post  Office  Square,    Dewey   Square,    Park  Square/Theater  District. 

■     Add   nodes   in   the  West   End  and  the   Fort  Point  Channel   Area. 

•  Enhance  major   intersections  as   nodes   such   as   at  Mass.    Ave.    and   Boylston 
Street  uvaJ.  Charles   Street  and   Cambridge  Street. 


Undertake  urban   design   plans   for  major  connectors. 

improve  downtown   internal   connections   between   North   and  South   Stations, 
between   the  Old   State  House  and  the  Waterfront,    from   Park  Square/Theater 
District  to   Downtown   Crossing   and   to   South   Station. 

improve  connections  from  the  South    End   and   South   Boston   to  the   Downtown 

Improve  connections   to  the  Waterfront. 
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SYSTEMS  :  POTENTIAL       PEDESTRIAN/OPEN  SPACE 

•     Continue  park  system  around   harbor's   edge  from   the   Esplanade,    aiong 
the  intown  Waterfront  and   through   the  Fort  Point  Channel   Area   to  Castle 
Island . 


•  Strengthen   the  pedestrian   character  of  the   3oston  Wharf  Company  and 
Bulfinch   Triangle  while  protecting   the  SDecialized   industrial/ wholesale 
uses  there.      Expand   pedestrian-oriented   patterns   into  adjacent  develop- 
ment areas. 

•  Create  an   imageable  pedestrian   spine  between   North  and   South  Stations. 

•  Strengthen   State  Street  as  a  major  pedestrian-oriented   symbolic  main 
street  for   Boston. 

•  Improve  the  pedestrian   access  to  the  North   End. 

•  Increase  pedestrian-oriented  edges   in   the   Financial   district,    Custom 
House/Broad   Street   District,    and   Government  Center. 

•  Improve  the  pedestrian   links  between   Downtown   Crossing   and   Park 
Square/Theater   District  and   increase  pedestrian-oriented   street  eages  in 
the  entire   Downtown   South   area. 

•  Improve  pedestrian   connections   from   Kenmore  Square  to  Massachusetts 
Avenue,    across   the   Prudential    Center,    and   along  Massachusetts  Avenue, 
Huntington   Avenue,    Dartmouth   Street,    Columbus   Avenue,    Tremcnt 
Street,    and  Washington   Street,    improve  the  pedestrian   quality  of 
Cambridge   Street. 
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Public  Space  Network 

Objectives  and  Strategies 


Objectives 

1.  A  downtown  centered  and  surrounded   by  major  public  parks  and  greenways 

2.  A  downtown  of  recurrent  small  green  spaces  full  of  sun,   seating,   and 
trees. 

3.  A  downtown  of  urban  squares  -  elegant  focal  and  reference  points  within 
the  city  pattern. 

4.  A  downtown  of  winterparks   -   public  greenhouse  refuges  for  inclement 
weather. 

5.  A  downtown  of  connected  public  spaces  linked  by  a  system  of  attractive 
boulevards,   wide  sidewalks,    pedestrian  streets,   and  passageways   -  a 
downtown  for  walking. 

6.  A  downtown  of  flowers  with   swaths  of  daffodils  and  daylilies  and 
splashes  of  color  from  trees,   beds,   boxes,   and  planters. 

7.  A  downtown  of  public  art,    performances,   vendors,   and  community  events. 

8.  A  downtown  of  the  public  which,   for  all  people,   feels  accessible,   safe, 
clean,   and  full  of  life  throughout  the  day  and  evening. 


Objective  #1 


o     A  downtown  centered  and   surrounded 
by  major  public  parks  and  greenways. 

Strategies: 

o     Preservation  and  enhancement  of  Commons 

and   Public  Garden, 
o     Harborpark  Plan 
o     River  link  from   Esplanade  to  the  North 

End. 
o     Improvement  of  connection   between   Fens 

and   Esplanade, 
o     Greenway   link  over  Turnpike  and 

across  to  and  along   Fort  Point  Channel, 
o     New  developments  may  be  requested  to 

help  fund  and  maintain  major  parks  and 

greenways. 


Objective  #2 


o     A  downtown  of  recurrent  small   green 
spaces  full  of  sun,    seating,    and  trees. 

Strategies: 

o     Preservation  of  sunlight  and  daylight  in   exist- 
ing and  future  open   spaces;    no  additional 
shadows  or  shading  cast  by  new  buildings. 

o     Protection  and   upgrading  of  existing   spaces. 

o     Addition  of  new  sitting  areas  and  trees   in 
existing   underutilized   spaces  and   in   new 
developments. 

o     New  developments  will   be  requested  to  add  and 
maintain   new  park  space  on  site  or  nearby  to 
benefit  the  public  and   serve  the  increased 
numbers  of  employees  and  visitors  as  a   result 
of  their  new  building. 

o     Existing   building  owners  may  be  requested  to 
improve  existing   public  spaces  especially  by 
adding  and  maintaining   seating,   trees,   and 
other  public  amenities  to  underutilized   plazas, 
alley  ways,    and  other  spaces. 


Objective  #3 


o     A  downtown  of  urban   squares   -  elegant 
focal   and   reference  points  within  the 
city  pattern. 

Strategies: 

o     To  use  new  buildings  on  existing  development 
sites  to  help  contain  and  frame  the  space  of 
the  square. 

o     To  contain  and  activate  the  existing   street 
edges  through   low  building  additions,   green- 
house structures,   and   landscape  architecture. 

o     To  apply  streetscaping  to  better  define  pedes- 
trian movement  patterns  and   sitting  areas  and 
to  add   identity. 

o     To  erect  monuments  to  give  a  sense  of  center 
to  the  squares  and   provide  connective  views 
from  streets   running  into  and  between   squares 

o     To  analyze  the  reallocation  of  space  between 
cars  and   pedestrians  and   realignment  of  vehi- 
cular and  pedestrian  traffic  flows. 

o     New  development  on   squares  will   be  expected 
to  contribute  to  the  sense  of  containment, 
character,   and  activity. 


Objective  #4 


o     A  downtown  of  winterparks  -  public  greenhouse 
refuges  for  inclement  weather. 

Strategies: 

o     Add   new  winter  parks   in   large  new 

developments 
o     Add  winterparks  to  underutilized  and  windy 

plazas  through  greenhouse  structures  built  and 

maintained   by  building  owners, 
o     Add  winterpark  greenhouses   in   selective 

locations   in  existing   parks, 
o     Explore  coordinating   some  winterparks   into  a 

botanical   garden   system, 
o     New  developments  may  be  requested  to  add 

winterparks  within  their  developments  or  to 

contribute  to  the  building  and/or  maintenance 

of  other  winterparks. 


Objective  #5 


A  downtown  of  connected   public  spaces   linked 
by  a  system  of  attractive  boulevards,   wide 
sidewalks,    pedestrian  streets,   and  passageways 
-  a  downtown  for  walking. 


Strategies 


Apply  special   streetscape  treatment  and  zoning 
to  major  boulevard-like  streets:      Boylston 
Street,    Huntington   Avenue,    Massachusetts 
Avenue,    Cambridge  Street,    Congress  Street, 
Tremont  Street,    Atlantic  Avenue,    New   Northern 
Avenue,    and  Summer  Street  in  the   Fort  Point 
Channel   Area. 

Improve  and  widen  sidewalks  throughout  the 
downtown  minimizing  obstructions  from  sign 
posts  and   sidewalk  furnishings. 
Preserve  and  selectively  add   pedestrian  exclu- 
sive streets. 

Add  open  and  enclosed   passageways  as  through- 
block  connectors   in   new  development. 
Preserve  and   improve  all   existing  alleyways. 
Encourage  active  groundfloor  uses,    cafes, 
lighting,    and   no  hidden   spots  to  ensure  safety 
and  enliven  connections  and  shopping   streets. 


Objective  #6 


A  downtown  of  flowers  with   swaths  of  daffodils 
and  daylilies  and  splashes  of  color  from  trees, 
beds,   boxes,   and  planters. 


Strategies 


Establish  community  planting   programs  for 
bulbs   in  designated   locations. 

Encourage  planting  and  maintenance  of  flowering 
trees,   flower  beds,    boxes,    and   planters. 
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Objective  #7 


o     A  downtown  of  public  art,    performances, 
vendors,    and  community  events. 

Strategies: 

o     Require  public  art  in  all   new  developments, 
o     Develop  a  program  for  display  of  public  art, 

performances,    and  community  events, 
o     Encourage  and   set  guidelines  for  vendors   in 

public  spaces  and  sidewalks. 


Objective  #8 


o     A  downtown  of  the  public  which,    for  all   people, 
feels  accessible,    safe,   clean,   and  full  of  life 
throughout  the  day  and  evening. 

Strategies: 

o     Adopt  a  policy  establishing   public  space  and 
public  access  for  all   citizens  as  a  priority 
City  concern. 

o     Develop  a  coordinated  activity,    lighting, 
safety,    maintenance  program. 


Public  Space  Network 

Issues  and  Opportunities 

Boston  as  a   large  complex  city  is  tied  together  as  an  organized   whole  through 
its  system  of  entryways,   major  streets,    parks,    city  squares,   and   landmark 
buildings.     This  public  space  network,   sometimes  called  a  city's  design 
structure,    influences  the  quality  of  experiencing  the  city  and   its  smooth 
functioning.      The  network  enables  people  to  perceive  the  city  as  a  whole  and 
how  the  parts   interrelate. 


Public  Space  Network  Comparables 
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CITIES 

REVISED  EDITION 


EDMUND  N.  BACON 


* 


In   his  book,    Design  of  Cities,    Edmund   Bacon  analyzes  the  design   structure  of 
several   great   European  cities.      The   "connecting  and   life-giving   boulevards  of 
Haussmann"   dramatically   integrate  the  palaces,    places,    and  monuments  of 
Paris. 


Public  Space  Network  Comparables 


London 


John  Nash's  meandering  Regent's  Street  in  London  creates  a  grand  link 
between  Regent's  Park  and  Buckingham  Palace  with  parks,  circles,  and 
squares  at  important  crossings. 


PybMc  Space  Network    Comparable* 


Ar)»A!"kft, 


■to.?'-. 


Rome 


'CJjUiiJiffc.'s; 


BAROQUE  ROME  AND  SIXTUS  V 


i^£mr*  v 


$m* 


OUTREACH 


In  1585  Pope  Sixtus  V  introduced  a  new  design  counterthrusts  of  his  movement  systems  extended 

dimension   into  Italian  thought  by  his  plans  for  over  great  distances,  they  always  reached  out  to 

Rome.  These  burst  the  bounds  of  any  clearly  de-  definite  objects,  and  finally  came  to  rest  at  some 

fined  building  project  and  utilized  the  entire  city  of  terminal   point,  such  as  a  church,  a  gate    or  a 

Rome  as  the  design  field.  While  the  thrusts  and  square. 


In   Rome,    the  design   vision  of  Pope  Sixtus  V  which   unified  the  city  through 
visual   connections  between  churches,    public  buildings,   obelisks,   and 
fountains  guided  the  growth  of  the  city  over  the  centuries  as  new 
development  created   streets  down  the  sight  lines  and   squares  around  the 
monuments. 


These  urban  design  plans  provide  ideas  and  inspiration  for  the  creation  of  a 
public  space  network  for  Boston  which  draws  together  key  points  within  the 
city. 


Public  Space  Network    Historic  Development 


Copley  Square,    the  State  House  setting  above  the  Common,    City  Hah   and   its 
plaza,    Faneuil   Hall  Marketplace,   and   North  and  South  Stations  are  some  of 
Boston's  major  features  which   initiate  the  public  space  network. 
Opportunities  to  formalize  squares  at  the  Prudential   Center  entry  and   Post 

Office  Square,    to  recreate  them  at  Bowdoin  Square,    Haymarket  Square,    and 
Dewey  Square,    and  to  improve  existing   streets  to  connect  them  will   add  to  an 
integrated   public  space  network. 

Key  streets  and   squares  are  major  structural  elements  which  complement  the 
sense  of  center  and  edge  created   by  the  Common  and  the  proposed   perimeter 
parks  system. 


Major  avenues  such  as   Boylston  Street,    Congress  Street,   and   Cambridge 
Street  give  organization  and   structure  to  the  city  in   people's  minds. 
Although   people  seldom  walk  the  entire  length,   they  use  and  understand 
segments  as   part  of  the  hierarchy  of  ways  within  the  city.      New  construction 
along  these  unifying   spines  should  enhance  the  sense  of  avenue  through 
building  massing,   facade  design,   use,   and  sidewalk  improvements. 

The  city  squares  along  the  grand  avenues  help  to  organize  and  focus 
activity.      Being   places  where  major  routes  converge,   they  are  points  of 
orientation  and  decision  when  moving  through  the  downtown.      Transit  stations 
and   significant  community  activities  tend  to  be  located  there.      The  sense  of 
contained  space  created  by  surrounding  structures  augments  a  square's 
importance  and   strength   within  the  urban  fabric. 

At  city  squares,    new  construction   should   help  contain  and  enliven  the  space. 
New  buildings  should   relate  across  the  space  to  other  buildings.      Low 
building  additions  and  greenhouse  structures  with   pocketparks  can  add  active 
use  and   street  walls  where  setback  bank  and  office  buildings   leave  inactive 
plazas. 

Streetscape  structures  such  as  fountains,   monuments,    statues,    and  sculpture 
can  create  gateways  and   pivot  points   in  the  pedestrian  movement  system. 
Lighting  can  create  special   effects  to  emphasize  spaces  and   landmarks.      Rows 
of  trees  and   lamp  posts  can  demark  the  line  of  the  street  or  square.      The 
preservation,    accentuation,   and  creation  of  views  and  the  visual   sequence 
along  the  avenues  is  also  important. 
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URBAN  SQUARES 
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BACK  BAY 


TYPOLOGY 
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GRID-SHIFT 


D-BLO  ING     FULL  BLOCK 


OPEN  SPACE  AT  MAJOR  INTERSECTIONS 


1)       An  urban  square  is  formed,   often  by  accident,   where  an  open  space  is 
created  at  an  unusual  alignment  of  city  streets.     The  intersection  of 
traffic  and  the  enclosed  space  combine  to  provide  a  reference  point,   a 
focus  for  activity,   and  a  special   setting  for  the  building  facades  which 
frame  the  square. 


COPLEY  SQUARE 


2)       Copley  Square  gives  both  public  space  and   identity  to  the  Back  Bay  and 
with   its  planned   improvements   represents  the  benefits  squares  can 
provide  to  the  city. 


WINTHROP  SQUARE 


3)       Wlnthrop  Square  is  an  excellent  example  of  how  leftover  street  space  can 
be  turned  into  a  park  which  gives  both  an  amenity  and  an   important 
address  to  an  area. 
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WINTERPARKS 
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1)       Public  parks   in  greenhouse  structures,   winter  parks  are  refuges  during 
inclement  weather.      The  system  could  be  organized,    funded,   and 
maintained  as  a  botanical   garden   sponsored   by  business  and  private 
endowments. 


2)       The  iron  work  technology  of  the  19th  century  enabled  the  construction 
of  winter  gardens  and  glasshouses. 


GLASS  ATRIUMS  AND  CAFES 
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Today,   glass  atriums  and  cafes  are  being   used  in  new  buildings  and  as 
additions  to  provide  indoor  public  spaces  with   sunlight,    skyviews,   and 
greenery. 


GOVERNMENT  CENTER 


PUBLIC  ACTIVITY 


Activity 


ssue 


How  to  enliven  the  plaza  on  a  day-to-day  basis  while  preserving 
space  for  large  events  and  sense  of  grandness. 


Opportunity 


Add   restaurants  and  public  information  uses  in  base  of 
buildings;    utilize  cafe  tables,    vendor's  carts,    and  moveable 
canopies  and  encourage  performers  and  outdoor  community 
displays. 


PLAZA  SUBAREAS 

Plaza  Subareas 

Issue:         The  subareas  of  the  plaza  are  not  fully  defined. 

Opportunity:      Through  subtle  use  of  landscape  features  clarify  the  parts  of 
the  plaza. 


SPECIAL  FEATURES 


Plaza  Features 

Issue:  Plaza  features  can  create  special   identity  and  a  Bostonian  character 

Opportunity:       Improve  T  station,    replace  lighting  fixtures,   selectively  add 
monuments  and   statues. 
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FOUNTAIN 


Fountain 


Issue:         The  fountain  has  not  been  turned  on  due  to  costly  maintenance  and 
repair. 

Opportunity:       Analyze  feasibility  of  installing  a  new  simplified  fountain 
system  or  redesigning  this  feature. 


HEAD  OF  STATE  STREET 


Head  of  State  Street 

Issue:  Boston's  original   town   square  has  eroded  as  a  special   place  in  the 

city. 


Opportunity:       Redesign   underutilized   pedestrian   space  and  extend   sidewalks 
at  Devonshire  Street. 


CONGRESS  STREET 


Congress  Street 

Issue:         Congress  Street  disrupts  scale,   closure,   and  pedestrian  activity 
while  the  entry  to  City  Hall   seems  like  a  back  door. 

Opportunity:       Redesign  eastern  edges  of  City   Hall   Plaza  to  improve  image, 
activity,    and   pedestrian  flow. 
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PEDESTRIAN  CONNECTIONS 


Pedestrian  Connections 

Issue:  Pedestrian  connections  are  sometimes  unclear. 

Opportunity:       Improve  connections  through   streetscape  improvements,    visual 
markers,   and  new  through-block  passageways. 


CONTAINMENT  AND  CONNECTIONS 


Visual   Containment  and  Connections 

Issue:         Some  views  successfully  contain  and  connect  while  others  do  not. 

Opportunity:       Preserve  existing  views  and  through  development  of  Parcel  7 
help  contain  City  Hall   Plaza  and   Dock  Square  while  preserving 
view  to  Old   North   Church. 


DEWEY  SQUARE 


HISTORIC  SQUARE 


a.     Urban  Square 

Issue  -  The  historic  urban  square  has  been   lost. 

Opportunity  -   Recreate  Dewey  Square  as  an  important  public  place 


OPEN  SPACE 


lb.     Open  Space 

Issue  -  The  vast  underutilized  open  space  is  next  to  Boston's  highest 
density  office  area;    it  is  uncontained,    inactive,   and     windy. 

Opportunity  -   Use  large  space  to  create  comfortable,   active,   and  special 
place  at  major  city  intersection. 


SOUTH  STATION 


c.     South  Station 

Issue  -  South  Station   is  the  public  landmark  which  historically  generated 
Dewey  Square. 

Opportunity  -  Use  the  South  Station  headhouse  as  the  central  feature  of 
a  recreated   square. 


URBAN  FORM 


d.     Urban   Form 

Issue  -  The  three  strong  building  elements  do  not  relate  to  one  another 
or  to  the  downtown   pattern. 

Opportunity   -  Tie  together  existing  form  through   new  building   lines  and 
streetscaping. 


RUSSIA  WHARF  CHURCH  GREEN 

BUILDINGS  THAT  FORM  SPACE 


a.      Buildings  that  Shape  Space 

Issue  -  Historically,   buildings  responded  to  odd-shaped  sites  and  corner 
situations   in  creative  ways. 


Opportunity   -   Use  building   lines  and  entryways  to  define  space  and  add 
interest. 


LAYERING  OF  SPACE 


!b.     Layering 

Issue  -  The  historic  stepping  back  of  the  downtown  wall  of  space  is  an 
asset. 

Opportunity   -   Augment  the  sense  of  layered   space  through  development 
and  accentuate  the  visual   connection  to  the  Financial   District  towers. 


TRANSPORTATION  TERMINAL 


Public  Transportation 

Issue  -  Major  train,   subway,   and  future  parking  terminal  generate 
quantities  of  pedestrians. 

Opportunity  -  Station  entrances  and  pedestrian  patterns  can  organize 
space  and  support  retailing. 


PEDESTRIAN  CONNECTIONS 


Connections 

Issue  -  Pedestrian  connections  are  difficult  because  of  auto  dominance. 

Opportunity   -   Design  physical  and  visual   links  to  improve  safety,   ease, 
and  clarity  of  pedestrian  circulation. 
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'HEATRE  DISTRICT 


THEATER  NETWORK 


1a.     Theater  Network 

Issue  --  The  concentration  of  entertainment  activities  lacks  unity 
Opportunity   --  Through  a  streetscaping  theme  and  open  space 
improvements  visually  unify  the  district. 


NIGHT  PLACE 


Nightplace 

Issue  --  The  area  could   be  a  major  attraction  for  evening   leisure  time 

activity. 
Opportunity   --   Emphasize  a  wide  range  of  lighting  effects  and  evening 

storefront  uses  to  add  safety  and  excitement. 


THE  HINGE 


The  Hinge 

Issue  --  The  area  is  at  the  elbow  between  the  downtown  and  the  Back 

Bay. 
Opportunity   --  Through   improved  pedestrian   links  and   its  special   uses 

enhance  its   role  as  a  hinge  which   helps  tie  parts  of  the  city 

together. 


RENEWAL  PARCELS/HISTORIC  BUILDINGS 


Renewal   Parcels 

Issue  --  Much  of  the  district  is  part  of  urban   renewal   areas. 
Opportunity   --   Utilize  controls  on   renewal   parcels  to  implement  public 
space  objectives. 


THE  FORGOTTEN   CORNER 


The   Forgotten   Corner 

Issue  --  The  corner  of  the  Common  at  the  Boylston/Tremont  Street 

intersection  is  underutilized. 
Opportunity   --   Add   special   park  activities  to  establish   it  as  an   important 
.  corner. 


ENTRY  TO  THEATER  DISTRICT 


b. 


Entry  to  Theater  District 

Issue  --   The  Boylston  Station  makes  this  corner  the  entry  into  the 

Theater  District. 
Opportunity   --   Use  a  Theater  District  theme  to  enliven  the  corner  and 

make  connections  to  other  important  intersections. 


CENTER  OF  THEATER  DISTRICT 


C. 


Center  of  Theater  District 

Issue  --  The   Kneeland/Tremont  Street  intersection  could   serve  as  the 

center  of  the  Theater  District. 
Opportunity   --   Through  new  building  walls,    public  spaces,   and  activities 

establish  a  sense  of  focus. 
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District  Design  Issues 


Over  the  decades,   development  projects  in  Boston  have  created  a  particularly 
local  character  which  reflects  its  unique  natural  setting  and  the  ideals  and 
imaginations  of  its  citizens.      Each  era  built  for  its  new  demands  and  fashions 
while  responding  to  and  enriching  those  qualities  of  the  urban  environment 
which  give  Boston   its  special   identity.     Most  districts  and  neighborhoods  in 
the  city  have  a   recognizable  and  memorable  character,   determined  by  their 
history,   cultural   identity,    landscape  and  architecture,   and  by  activities 
located  there.      District  character  makes  areas  special  and  coherent  so  that 
they  serve  as  a  basis  for  pride,   affection,   and  a  sense  of  continuity. 

Each  of  Downtown   Boston's  districts  has  particular  urban  design   issues  and 
objectives  to  which   building  development  and  open  space  improvements  should 
respond. 


Downtown   Core 

1.  Prevent  overbuilding  which  overburdens  the  infrastructure  and 
creates  adverse  wind  and  light  conditions  and  an  overwhelming 
scale. 

2.  Improve  open  space  for  users  by  increasing  park  space  in   Post 
Office  Square  and  other  sites  and  by  improving  pedestrian  links  to 
the  harborfront. 

3.  Strengthen  district  organization  and  improve  orientation. 

4.  Encourage  architectural  design  which   reinforces  local  character. 

Major  Public  Space   Elements 

1.        Downtown   Crossing 

Role 

o     Boston's   "main   street",    100%  shopping   corner. 

o     major   identifying   feature  for   regional   shopping   center 

o     major  organizing   element  for  shopping   district 

Issues 


o     sunlight  preservation 

o     additional   seating  and   pedestrian  amenities  for  shoppers  and  at 

lunchtime 
o     extension  of  its   image  and  function  down  Summer  St.    to  Dewey 

Square  and  along  Washington  Street 
o     maintenance  and   security 


Congress  Street  and   Post  Office  Square  (as  planned). 

Role 

o     as  central   focus  and  public  amenity  for  Financial   District 
o     major  orientation   point  in  confusing   street  pattern 

Issues 


o     sunlight  preservation 

o     implementation  of  park/parking  garage  plan 
o     enlivening  of  Congress  Street 

o     pedestrian  connection  to  Dewey  Square  and   improvement  of  Bank  of 
Boston   Plaza 

Dewey  Square 

Role 

o     as  major  entryway  to  the  downtown 

o     major  corner  intersection  of  the   Financial   District 

Issues 


o  dominance  by  automobile 

o  lack  of  sense' of  place 

o  lack  of  spatial   containment 

o  wind   problems 

o  air  rights  development 

o  pedestrian   link  to  Post  Office  Square 
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State  Street/Head  of  State  Street 

Role 

o     original   Jown   Center  and  trading   street   -   role   lost  over  time  with 
expansion  of  Financial   District  and  development  of  Government 
Center 

Issues 


o     reestablishing   historic   identity  and   importance  in  city   pattern 
Perimeter  Streets:      Tremont/Essex/Purchase/Broad/State  Streets 
Role 

o     define  and  contain  downtown  core 
Issues 


o     using   these  streets   in   setting   limits  to  intensive  growth 
o     articulating  them  as  edges  and  transition   seams 
o     articulating   squares  as  entry   points 

Network  of  pedestrian   sidewalks,    alleys,    through-block  connections, 
small   sitting  areas,    and   small   squares 

Issues 


o  preserve  and  expand   network 

o  make  small-scale  pedestrian   improvements  for  walking  and   sitting 

o  evening  activity  and  safety 

o  confusing   street  pattern 


Downtown  South 

1.  Examine  the  potentials  and  impacts  of  expanding  office  use  in  the 
area  in  order  to  take  development  pressure  off  of  the  Financial 
District  and  add  additional   support  population  for  Downtown  Crossing. 
Determine  appropriate  scale  and  character  of  office  reuse  and  infill. 

2.  Preserve  the  neighborhood  aspect  of  Chinatown/South  Cove;   protect 
historic  buildings  throughout  the  area  and  protect  and  strengthen 
the  diversity  of  small   businesses  and  housing. 

3.  Strengthen  the  area  as  a  cultural  center,    reinforcing  Chinatown, 
the  Theater  District,   and  evening  activities. 

4.  Guide  new  development  to  create  a  district  organization  and  character 
associated  with  its  several   roles. 


Major  Public  Space   Elements 

1 .        Park  Square 

Role 

o     creates  the  sense  of  subdistrict 
o     focuses  area  activity 

Issues 


o     implementation  of  planned   improvements 


2.        Kneeland/Tremont  Street   Intersection 
Role 

o     defines  center  of  Theater   District 
Issues 


o     articulation  of  role  through   development  of  two  corner  parcels  and 
sidewalk   improvements 

3.  Common   Corner   -   Boylston  and   Tremont 

Role 

o     part  of  Boston's  central   symbolic  and   recreational  open   space 
o     Theater  District  T  Station 

Issues 

o     "forgotten"   fifth  corner  of  the  Common,    weak  function  and   image 

o     underutilized  open   space 

o     does   not  meet  potential   as  entryway  to  Theater   District 

4.  Series  of  Small   Scale   Intersections 

Role 

o     provide  focal   and   reference  points  within  the  urban   pattern  and 
gateways  between   subdistricts 

Issues 


o     develop  as  squares  through   streetscape  design  and  design  of 
building  walls 


5.        Turnpike  Air-rights   Development  Linear  Park 

Role 

o     to  serve  as  a   link   in  the  linear  parks   system  which  defines  the 
downtown  and   serves  as  a  major  parks  amenity  for  the  city 

Issues 


o     creation  of  park  and   building  walls  at  Arlington  Square 

o     form  of  linear  greenway  through   air-rights  parcels 

o     link  between   Clarendon  and   Dartmouth   Streets  to  planned  South 

West  Corridor  greenway 
o     link  over   Expressway   between    Harrison   Avenue  and   park  along    Fort 

Point  Channel   edge  to  Harborpark 
o     park  at  base  of  Channel   as  part  of  Seaport  Access   Roadway 

construction 


Commercial   Back  Bay 

1.  Direct  office,   retail,  and  residential  growth  to  better  balance  and 
organize  the  area  as  a  district. 

2.  Ensure  that  new  development  fits  in  with  the  distinctive  character 
zones  within  the  district. 

3.  Create  strong  connections  to  the  South   End  and  the  Fens. 

4.  Strengthen  and  organize  Back  Bay's  role  as  a  cultural  center. 


Major  Public  Space   Elements: 

1 .        Boylston  Street 

Role 

o     central   street  for  district,    entryway  to  downtown 
o     emerging   role  as   fashion   boulevard 

Issues 


o     resolution  of  street's  end  at  the   Fens 

o     formation  of  sense  of  square  at  Mass.    Ave.    intersection   (Charles 

Newcomb  Square)   through   building   form  and   public  spaces  of  air-rights 

developments 
o     reestablishment  of  active  street  wall   and  series  of  small   sitting  areas 

especially  through   infill   development  west  of   Exeter  Street 
o     strengthening  of  square  off  Boylston  Street  as  forecourt  to  Prudential 

Tower 


Copley   Square 
Role 


o     central   space  for  district 

o     symbol  of- Back   Bay  and   Boston 

ssues 


o     implementation  of  planned   improvements 

o     wind   problems  at  base  of  John   Hancock  Tower 

o     pedestrian  movement  between  the  square  and   Copley  Place 

Huntington   Avenue 

Role 

o     major  entryway 

Issues 

o     dominated   by  automobile,    lack  of  boulevard/appropriate  human-scale 
o     internalized,    isolated   nature  of  Copley   Place  and   Prudential   Center 
o     lack  of  cohesiveness  at  Mass.    Ave.    intersection,    cluster  of  cultural 
institutions 

Newbury  Street 

Role 

o     fashion/fine  arts  shopping   street 

o     service  "main   street"   for  residential   Back   Bay 

Issues 


o     sunlight  preservation 

o     provision  of  public  sitting  areas 

o     potential   development  of  parking   lots 


Government  Center 

1.  Broaden  the  type  and  hours  of  activity  throughout  the  area  by  inserting 
restaurants,    shops,   and  public  services  and   information   into  the  base  of 
public  buildings  and  enlivening  plazas  with  cafes,   vendors,   and  special 
events. 

2.  Increase  coordinated  streetscaping  throughout  to  humanize  and  unify  the 
district. 

3.  Improve  and  add   safe  and  pleasant  pedestrian   passageways  through   large 
blocks  and  buildings. 

4.  Ensure  that  new  buildings  serve  to  frame  and  enliven  the  district's   large 
and  small   spaces  and   preserves  and   improves  views. 

Major  Public  Space   Elements 
1.        City  Hall   Plaza 

Role 

o     central   gathering  and   symbolic  space  for  City  of  Boston 

Issues 


o     enliven  edges  without  filling   space  or  reducing  grandness 
o     programming  of  community  activities 

o     protecting   and   improving  cross  movement  patterns  and   views   which 
extend   from   it 


2.        Walk-to-the-Sea 

Role 

o     connector- between   Downtown   Crossing/City   Hall   and   Faneuil   Hal 
Market  Place/Waterfront 

Issues 


o     pedestrian   flow  and   reference  points  from  Government  Center  T 

Station   and    Downtown   Crossing 
o     auto/pedestrian  conflict  at  Congress  Street 
o     link  across  Atlantic  Avenue 

3.  Dock  Square  and   Congress  Street 

Role 

o     entry  point  to  City   Hall   and   Faneuil   Hall   Market  Place 
o     major  pedestrian  area 

Issues 

o     sense  of  "back  door"   for  City   Hall 

o     lack  of  sense  of  containment  and  organization 

o     automobile  dominated   Congress  Street,    lack  of  active  street  edges 

4.  Haymarket  Square 

Role 

o     major  intersection  and  entry  point 

o     link  between   North   Station/Bulfinch   Triangle  and  Marketplace/Downtown 

Issues 


o     dominance  by  automobile  circulation,    parking   structure,    and 

expressway   ramp 
o     underutilized  open   space  under  parking  garage 
o     potential  of  adjacent  development  parcels  and   Central   Artery 

depression  opportunities  to  help   reform  and   reactivate  square 

5.        McKinley  Square 
Role 

o     central   space  and  focus  of  Custom   House  District 
Issues 


o     protection   and   enlivening  of  square 

o     potential    link  along   State  Street  and  other   routes   to  harborfront 
o     preservation  of  views  to  Custom   House  Tower  from  throughout  the 
downtown 


Residential   Back  Bay/Beacon   Hill/West  End 

1.  Preserve  the  historic  and   residential  character  of  Back  Bay  and   Beacon 
Hill, 

2.  Balance  institutional  and   residential   uses  in  the  West  End, 

3.  Through   selective  infill,   open   space  improvements,    and   streetscaping   in 
the  West  End,   create  community  focal   points  and  pedestrian  connections, 

Major  Public  Space   Elements 

1 .        Cambridge  Street 

Role 

o     major  entryway  to  the  downtown 

o     transition  and   service  street  between   Beacon   Hill   and  West   End 


ssues 

o     automobile  dominance  and   scale  of  street  space 

o     potential   to  increase  joining   and   services   role  for  two  neighbor- 
hoods. 

o     auto  dominance  and   lack  of  organization,    containment,   and   sense  of 
place  at  George  Washington   Circle 

o     entryway  to  Mass   General   Hospital 

o     loss  of  Bowdoin  Square,    lack  of  containment  and   sense  of  place. 
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2.        Charles  Street 
Role 

o     "Main  Street"   for  Beacon   Hill   neighborhood 
Issues 


o     preservation  of  pedestrian   shopping   street 
o     lack  of  public  sitting  areas 

3.        Beacon   Hill   Public  Space  Network 

Role 

o     varied  but  organized   pedestrian  circulation   system 
o     symbol   of  Boston,    historic  walks  for  visitors 

Issues 


o     preservation 

o     lack  of  public  sitting  areas  or  neighborhood   playgrounds 


4.  Esplanade 
Role 

o     recreational   amenity 
Issues 
o     pedestrian  access  across  Storrow   Drive 

5.  West  End   Public  Space  Network 
Role 

o     pedestrian  circulation   network 
Issues 


o     lack  of  organized  open   space  and   pedestrian  circulation   system  to 
unify   parts  and   give  sense  of  district 


Commonwealth   Avenue 

Role 

o     central   pu-blic  open   space  for  neighborhood 
o     symbol  of  Back   Bay  and   Boston 
o     link  in   Emerald   Necklace 

Issues 


o     maintenance 
Characteristic  Street  Grid 
Role 

o     varied   but  organized   pedestrian  circulation   system 

Issues 

o     alleys  discourage  large  developments 

o     preservation  of  spaces  created   by  building   setbacks 

o     lack  of  small   sitting  areas 


North  Station/Bulfinch  Triangle 

1.  Plan  for  impacts  and  development  potentials  created  by  relocation  of 
the  Green   Line  and  proposed  depression  of  the  Central  Artery. 

2.  Develop  the  Phase  Two  Urban   Renewal   Plan  including  new  or  rehabbed 
Arena.     Study  land  use  and  urban  design  potentials  of  vacant  sites 
and   railyards  air-rights. 

3.  Preserve  and  improve  the  Bulfinch  Triangle,   ensuring   renovation 
and  new  construction  consistent  with  its  historic  character. 

4.  Provide  public  open  space  for  area  workers  and  arena  users. 

5.  Improve  pedestrian  connections  for  users  and  North  Station 
commuters. 


Major  Public  Space   Elements 
1 .        Bulfinch   Triangle  Grid 

Role 
o     establishes   sense  of  district 

Issues 


o     Canal   Street  as   "main   street"   for  district  and   link  between   North 

Station/Boston   Garden   and   Downtown 
o     impacts  of  Central   Artery   Depression 


Intersection   Merrimac  and   Staniford 

Role 

o     major  intersection,    potential   square 

Issues 

o     form  of  development  parcel   to  help  frame  and  enliven   square 
o     treatment  of  open   space  corner  of  State  Service  Center 

Public  Spaces  within   North  Station    Redevelopment 

Role 

o     network  which   provides   unity  and   identity  for  new  district 

Issues 


o     potential   public  spaces  and   pedestrian  ways  within   future  redevelop- 
ment of  North  Station 

o     potential   public  spaces  and   pedestrian   ways  within   future  development 
of  railyards 

o     public  access  and   parks  along  the  Charles   River 


Piers  1-4/Commonwealth   Flats 

1.  Through-  major  new  construction,   create  a  new  district  which  is 
urban   in  character  and  scale  and  emphasizes  a  quality  pedestrian 
environment  -  an  area  of  city  streets  and  blocks  with  urban  squares 
and  parks. 

2.  Ensure  public  access  and  activity  along  the  water's  edge.      Use 
bridges,   grade  changes,   and  views  of  landmarks  and  the  harbor  as 
special  elements  of  the  new  district. 

3.  Develop  the  sense  of  an  easy  link  with  the  Downtown  Core  so  that 
the  area  serves  as  an  extension  of  the  Financial   District  and  there- 
by reduces  development  pressure  there.      Preserve  the  character  of 
the  Boston  Wharf  Company  area;    protect  printers,   artists,    lobstermen, 
and  other  small   independent  enterprises. 

4.  Accommodate  the  impacts  and  opportunities  of  the  Seaport  Access 
roadway.      Provide  major  public  transportation  to  the  area  in  order 
to  promote  development  and   reduce  future  automobile  congestion  and 
parking  problems. 


Major  Public  Space  Elements 
1 .        Fort  Point  Channel 

Role 
o     regional  open   space  amenity  and  activity  area 

Issues 


preservation  of  Museum  Wharf 

preservation   and   parks   reuse  of  Old   Northern   Avenue  Bridge 

pedestrian  crossing  of  New   Northern   Avenue,    Congress  Street, 

Summer  Street,    and   Dorchester  Avenue  bridges 

continuous   pedestrian   parkway  along   Channel   edge 

potential   public  spaces  and   pedestrian  connections   in  adjacent 

developments. 


Boston  Wharf  Company   Public  Space  Network 

Role 

o     public  circulation   system 

Issues 

o     preserve  and   improve 

o     addition  of  through-block  connections 

o     infill  of  vacant  parcels  with   buildings  and   small   sitting  areas. 

Undeveloped  Areas 

Role 

o     future  public  space  network  to  organize  and   provide  amenities  for 
new  development 

Issues 


o     creation  of  urban   patterns  of  streets  and  blocks,    squares  and  parks 
o     creation  of  special  features  such  as  views,    landmarks,   and  squares 

along  major  streets 
o     development  of  parkway   links  connecting   Harborpark  and  South 

Boston  along  and  across  the   Reserve  Channel   and  along  the  railyards 


